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Yeah, that's right.

Then he gave it to me on my tenth


birthday, and I wasn't much older when

I fired a round or two on a cold January


day in 1815 at old Pakenham's British.

I stood shoulder to shoulder


that day with the best


President this country ever


had, Andy Jackson. Old Pakenham

never walked away from that


battle. Could be because

of this very gun.

We have the finest


fighting men. We have the

world's best equipment.


Why can't we end this

bloody conflict?

You're right.

We do have the finest


men and the best equipment,

but those Southern boys have


known something all


along that we

didn't know.

They know

how to take care


of their equipment.

They know how to

prevent damage


before it happens.

My spies have told me

those Southern boys


learned it at their

daddies' knee.




Boy, it's your tenth birthday and it's time

you had your own gun. And, son, you'd better take


care of it, if you expect it to take care of you.

Now this here gun started out as a

flintlock musket. My pappy—your

grandpappy—stared down

the barrel of this gun at

old Cornwallis' troops

at Yorktown, Virginia

in 1781.

Grandpappy told

me about that. He said


that's when he won


the Revolution!
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What?

Tell me and I’ll


give a case of it to

every soldier.
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good day,

mr. president.


what brings you

to culpeper,


sir?



jeepers!

thanks,


pa!

i sure

enough


will,

pa!
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Now it's yours,

boy. I've  had it changed


somewhat so you can use

these here copper caps


instead of a flint.

And you'd better

take good care of it,

just like me and your


grandpappy did or I'll 

tan your hide.

"With that gun, boy, you'll never go hungry."

"With that gun, you'll never lose a crop to crows."

"With that gun, you'll never be mauled by a mountain lion...

. . .or clawed by a bear."

"And someday, with that gun,

you might be called upon to

defend our land just like

me and your grandpappy."



You know,

Mr. President, those


boys took care of their

guns and loved 'em like


a sweetheart.

So, Mr. President,

you ask me why those


Southern boys are still in

the fight. Well, they got a

lot of grit, but they also

know how to take care


of their guns.




hmmm, 

you make a good


point, general

grant.

I see now we've

been doing it all wrong.


We've been fixing our weapons

after they break, but the time


to fix a weapon is before it

breaks. We need to maintain


our weapons and prevent


the damage before

it starts.

That's right,

Mr. President. I've got


my men working on

that right now.
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"They never put them to bed

dirty. They never used them

for something other than

what was intended."

"They kept them dry and

safe. And now, those same


guns, with modified rifled

bores, are firing at us with

deadly accuracy."
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General Grant,

I think you're on the right


track to end this war. This,

uh, preventive maintenance,


this, uh, PM, sounds like

just the thing.

thank you, mr.

president. we'll press

forward with pm. i'm


sure the victory


will be ours!

pm?

i like the

sound of


that!


